
Homeland Security Concentration Courses
HLS 800 Homeland Security Policy Analysis                                                                                                                      3 Credits
This course examines the political and organizations factors involved in 
developing the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and a critical 
analysis of the structure and administration of the newly  formed DHS.

HLS 810 Critical Infrastructure Protection                                                                                           3 Credits
Historical perspective of how various critical infrastructures have evolved and the quantitative approaches commonly used to 
evaluate them.

HLS 820 Intelligence for Homeland Security                                                                                           3 Credits
This course examines key questions and issues facing the U.S. Intelligence Community and its role in homeland security and 
homeland defense.

HLS 830 Hazards & Threats to Homeland Security                                                                                          3 Credits
Description and analysis of significant hazards and threats to national security, domestic security and community security, such 
as disasters, catastrophes, epidemics, accidents, technological failures and terrorism.

        Ergonomics Concentration Courses
            SSE 850  Ergonomics and Human Factors                                              3 Credits
            This course focuses on the assessment and analysis of ergonomic risk factors and 
 the development of an efficient and effective ergonomics programs.

            SSE 851  Human Factors in Simple and Complex Systems                 3 Credits
            Address issues such as the NIOSH Lifting Equation, Office Ergonomics, special 
 issues and problem areas in ergonomics, and legal concerns with ergonomic 
 related legislation.   

            SSE 852  Ergonomics Process & Practice                   3 Credits 
            The assessment, analysis and development of efficient and effective analysis method
            specifically focused on ergonomic hazards in private sector industrial environments is 
            discussed. 

            SSE 853  Applied Research in Ergonomics                   3 Credits
            This course will address the identification of ergonomic research problems and the 
 subsequent development of an applied research project. 
 
         
 
 Fire & Emergency Services Concentration Courses
 
            SSE 820 Strategic Planning for Fire and Emergency Services                3 Credits
            Comprehensive strategic planning including theory and value of strategic planning 
            are examined.  Steps to develop a strategic plan are examined and discussed.

            SSE 824 Leadership in Fire & Emergency Services                  3 Credits
            Class in Management Theory.  Leadership issues including developing as a leader, 
            leadership styles, decision skills, influencing persuasion and storytelling are examined.

SSE 825 Public Sector Finance and Budgeting                        3 Credits
This class examines the relationship of fire department budgeting within the scope of overall financial management of municipal governments.

SSE 829 Public Emergency Services                         3 Credits
Overview of the theories and techniques of management practices regarding the operation and delivery of public sector emergency 
services.  Agency coordination, budgetary considerations, resource assessment and liability issues are emphasized.

Emergency Management Concentration Courses
SSE 890 – Business Continuity                                                                                                                                            3 Credits
This course will address the value added activity of not only planning a response to events that may result in business 
interruption, but will also address critical factors to consider in restoring normal operational activity.  

SSE 829 – Public Emergency Services                                                                                                                                           3 Credits
Overview of the theories and techniques of management practices regarding the operation and delivery of public sector 
emergency services.  Agency coordination, budgetary considerations, resource assessment and liability issues are emphasized.  

SSE 826 – Emergency & Disaster Preparedness                                                                                                                                 3 Credits  
In-depth study of the planning process, program development, training methods, etc. for response to man-made and natural 
emergencies/disasters and assessment.   

SSE 890 – Evolution of U.S. Emergency Management                                                                                                                       3 Credits
This course covers more than a century of catastrophic events including earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, droughts, a pandemic, 
and explosions that were pivotal in the evolution of emergency management functions and systems in the United States.

Labor & Employment Concentration Courses

SSE 860 Worker’s Compensation Administration                                                                                                                3 Credits
This course will review the workers’ compensation program administration from the perspective of practical activities that 
an employer should be engaged in to effectively manage work-related injury and illness claims.  

SSE 861 Labor & Employment Issues for Safety Professionals                             3 Credits
Indentify and analyze labor, management and safety related laws and regulations impacting the safety function. This course 
will also provide an analysis of new and pending legislation they may impact the safety industry.  

SSE 862 Collective Bargaining and Labor Law for the Safety Professional              3 Credits  
This course will explore the foundations of the collective bargaining process under the National Labor Relations Act. It will 
also discuss the process of how unions organize in today’s industrial society.    

SSE 863 Issues in Discrimination Law for Safety Professionals                3 Credits
The assessment and analysis of discrimination issues and laws which can impact the safety and health function in 
most organizations
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Admissions Requirements     
Applications for admission are accepted 6 times annually. The successful completion of the following 
requirements is necessary for admission to the Master of Science in Safety, Security and Emergency 
Management program:
•  Hold a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution of higher learning
•  Complete the Graduate School online application and pay $35 application fee
•  Submit official transcript from the university that granted your baccalaureate degree
•  An undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 overall or in the last 60 hours of the baccalaureate program
•  GRE scores of 425 verbal and 425 quantitative and an analytical writing score of at least 
   3.0 on the GRE, or a 375 on the MAT
•  TOEFL score of 550 for International Students (Additional requirements may be needed 
    for International Students)
•  Three letters of recommendation

Technology Requirements
The online curriculum of the program requires students to have access to a computer with up-to-date browser and Internet technology 
features such as a high-speed connection, along with a recent version of Microsoft Office and a valid e-mail address.  For complete 
information on system requirements contact an Enrollment Advisor.

ERGONOMICS   EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT   LABOR & EMPLOYMENT
.

www.safetymanagement.eku.edu



The College of Justice & Safety at Eastern Kentucky University has been chosen as a Program of Distinction by the State 
of Kentucky, solidifying the College’s reputation as a premier source for expertise in the safety, security 
and emergency management fields. Eastern Kentucky University faculty members are nationally and internationally 
recognized as leaders in these fields, working closely with public and private entities throughout the country to improve 
safety and security standards.

    Faculty Testimonial

“The Master of Science in Safety, Security and Emergency Management prepares our graduate 
students to hit the ground running in these emerging fields which often require employees to per-
form a variety of different job responsibilities and activities while being part of the management 
team.  Our students are immediately exposed to these high profile positions within many organi-
zations, which often lead to accelerated corporate advancement.”

Accreditation
Eastern Kentucky University is regionally accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS)* and 
this regional accrediting body is recognized by both the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) and the 
United States Department of Education (USDE).

Eastern Kentucky University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools to award associate, baccalaureate, masters, and doctorate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 
Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Eastern 
                                                                                Kentucky University. The Commission on Colleges should be contacted  
                                                                                only if there is evidence that appears to support an institution’s 
                                                                     significant non-compliance with a requirement or standard Eastern 
                                                                     Kentucky University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
                                                                                employer and educational institution.

                   Dr. Allen Ault
              Dean of the College of Justice and Safety

Eastern Kentucky University Eastern Kentucky University, Off-Site Admissions
1-877-398-3048

Why Choose EKU?
This graduate program is designed to meet the needs of today’s working professionals in safety management, 
security, occupational health and safety, homeland security, ergonomics, fire protection and administration, and emergency 
management.

Learn from nationally-recognized faculty in a flexible online program that can be completed in two years and with a com-
prehensive curriculum that increases your overall knowledge, develops your leadership skills, and prepares you to immedi-
ately apply what is learned in the real world.

Earn a Master of Science in Safety, Security and Emergency 
Management:
•      Concentration in Occupational Safety
•      Concentration in Homeland Security
•      Concentration in Ergonomics
•      Concentration in Fire & Emergency Services
•      Concentration in Emergency Management
•      Concentration in Labor & Employment

Or select a Certificate option to enhance your current education:
•      Certificate in Occupational Safety
•      Certificate in Homeland Security
•      Certificate in Ergonomics
•      Certificate in Fire & Emergency Services
•      Certificate in Emergency Management
•      Certificate in Labor & Employment

Online Program Curriculum
Students in the online Master’s in Safety, Security and Emergency Management program are required to 
study 18 credits in Core Courses with the option to select electives in multiple disciplines or choose a 
specific concentration in Occupational Safety, Homeland Security, Ergonomics, Fire & Emergency 
Services , Labor & Employment or Emergency Management.

Core Courses (18 Credits)

SSE 815 Safety, Security & Emergency Management Administration                                                   3 Credits
Examines administrative principles regarding organizing/managing functional areas of fire, safety and 
security.  Development of organizational/administrative structure to include policy formulation, objectives, 
managerial tasks, and impact evaluations within safety, security and emergency management frameworks.

SSE 833 Legislation & Legal Compliance                                                       3 Credits
Comprehensive study and analysis of federal/state regulations and legislation such as OSHA and EPA, 
which mandate compliance with certain safety, health and environmental conditions and practices relating 
to work performed in occupational, industrial and comparable settings.

SSE 822 Workers’ Compensation/Labor Law                                                      3 Credits
Comprehensive study of workers compensation and regulations; National Relations Act; Title VII; A.D.E.A.; 
and other relevant laws applicable to the functional areas of safety, security and emergency management.

SSE 826 Emergency Prep/Response                                                       3 Credits
In-depth study of the planning process, program development, training methods, etc. for response to 
man-made and natural emergencies/disasters for both private and public entities.

SSE 865 Auditing for Safety, Security & Emergency Management                                                    3 Credits
Theory and application of auditing in safety, fire, security and emergency management settings.  
Comprehensive study of risk/threat exposure and assessment.

SSE 880 Research and Planning for Safety, Security & Emergency Management                                      3 Credits
Identification/evaluation of problems, data interpretation, research/planning, models/applications for 
contemporary approaches to proactive safety, security and emergency management.

Occupational Safety Concentration Courses

SSE 828 Industrial Safety Management                                                       3 Credits
Investigation and analysis of hazard control principles relating to the management of personnel, facilities 
and equipment, including control procedures, work-task analysis, risk identification and counter measures, 
safety training and pertinent safety management techniques.

SSE 832 Construction Safety                                                        3 Credits
Introduction/analysis of general construction safety utilizing key components of 29 CFR 1926. Included in 
this study will be general safety & health provisions of OSH Act and a review of the various subparts of 
29 CFR 1926.

SSE 834 Corporate Compliance                                                        3 Credits
The assessment, analysis and development of safety, emergency management, security and environmental 
compliance programs. This course will address the regulatory requirements and best business practices for 
each of the compliance areas.

SSE 845 Personal/Environmental Hazards                                                      3 Credits
Analysis and investigation of hazard and threat control principles relating to personal and environmental 
risks within the workplace.  Investigation techniques, inspection methodologies, management techniques 
and prevention programs essential to the manager within the safety, fire and security functions are emphasized.

Transfer Credit
On a case-by-case basis, a student may petition to have graduate credit 
form an accredited college or university counted as the equivalent of 
another course in the curriculum and accepted as transfer credit.  In 
such cases, a student will have to supply a course syllabus to ensure 
that the content in the course taken at another college or university is 
equivalent to the content of the course in the SSEM curriculum.  A 
course with a similar name or the same name as a course offered at 
Eastern Kentucky University does not necessarily mean that the con-
tent of the course is similar enough to accept it as transfer credit to 
our program.  Transfer credit courses must be graduate level courses 
and students must be fully admitted to the program before graduate 
credit from another college or university will be evaluated by the EKU 
Graduate School.

The Nation’s Only Completely Online
Master of Science in Safety, Security and Emergency Management


